At the library

Storytime children had a surprise visitor last Wednesday. Tom Domres, Federal Railroad Administration rail safety inspector and certified presenter for Operation Lifesaver, stopped by to talk about trains and train safety.
Domres talked in particular about railroad crossings, where people often get complacent and don’t look both ways when crossing the tracks. He told the children that although there is not a lot of railroad traffic around Chetek these days, one must still use caution when walking, bicycling or driving over railroad tracks. 
The storytime kids were also treated to a coloring books, crayons and pencils about train safety. 
Domres has been an Operation Lifesaver presenter for 10 years and talks to children of all ages, as well as truckers, bus drivers and everyday motorists. For more information about rail safety and Operation Lifesaver visit https://oli.org. 
The Calhoun Memorial Library’s Blind Date with a Book program is proving a hit with patrons. Several books have already been checked out and rating slips have been trickling in. For those not in the know about the program, a variety of books – mysteries, romances, thrillers and westerns – in young adult, regular and large print, have been collected then wrapped in brown paper. A short summary of the book is on the wrapping to give patrons an idea of what their “blind date” is like. Each checkout comes with a rating slip. Tell us whether you loved, liked or loathed the book.
Return rating slips by March 3 to have a chance to win a container of chocolate and a $10 gift card.
And on a happy side note, Blind Date with a Book checkouts may also be used in a category for the 2026 Reading Challenge. How awesome is that?!
The Aging & Disability Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties next Wit Works session meets Friday, Feb. 13 at 1:30 p.m. at the library. The program includes games, puzzles and recommendations to enhance brain health through everyday activities. If interested, RSVP at www.adrcconnections.org/registrations.

For more information about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or our Facebook page.

