At the library
Last month the Calhoun Memorial Library launched its 2026 Reading Challenge and the challenge slips for the month of January have been counted. In all, a whopping 290 books were read. 
Here is how it breaks down: of the 11 kids participating in the challenge, they read 49 books. Forty-eight adults read 186 books and of the 19 kids from Roselawn Elementary School taking part in the program 55 books were read. If this is any indication how beloved this program is, there is going to be an amazing number of books being read in Chetek this year.
Thanks to all the participants for making the first month of the 2026 Reading Challenge such a huge success.
Speaking of the 2026 Reading Challenge, congratulations to Luanne K., Mary G. and Natalie E. for winning $10 in Chetek Chamber of Commerce bucks for the month of January, as well as the 19 students from Roselawn Elementary. 
Each month participants have a chance to win $10 in Chetek Chamber of Commerce bucks. Anyone interested in taking part in the year-long program should stop into the Calhoun Memorial Library to collect their reading slips and challenge list.
The Aging & Disability Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties next Wit Works session is this Friday at 1:30 p.m. at the library. The program includes games, puzzles and suggestions to improve brain health through daily activities. If interested, RSVP at www.adrcconnections.org/registrations.

For more information about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or our Facebook page.
New fiction
“Wildwood,” by Amy Pease. Deputy Sheriff Eli North has spent the last several months putting his life back together. He’s quit drinking and he's in therapy for his PTSD that resulted from his military days in Afghanistan. Eli’s newest case will require all his skills, but first he must determine if his suspected murder victim, Trinity Campanella, is actually dead or just missing, because at this point there is no body, just a lot of blood. The search for clues reveals Trinity is a DEA informant. With the arrival of FBI Agent Alyssa Mason, Eli and his mother, Marge, the sheriff of Shaky Lake, are pulled deeper into a vicious criminal network where fraud, corruption, drugs and murder are everyday occurrences. Shaky Lake may look idyllic but every place has a hidden side and the small Wisconsin town is no different. The case soon takes a dangerous turn where uncovering the truth could costs lives, including Eli’s.

