At the library

The start of a new year is a great time to reflect and show gratitude for all the good things that happened the previous year. In this week’s article we are going to take a peek at the success of the 2025 Reading Challenge, a program that is one of the Calhoun Memorial Library’s most popular.
How so, you ask? A total of 116 people took part in the 2025 Reading Challenge, resulting in 960 books being read by adults and 343 books read by youths. 
In all, 13 adults and four kids completed all 50 challenges. In the youth category Bela R., Ali R., Karsten R., and Kyah R. read 50 books. In addition, 681 books were read by Roselawn Elementary School students. How awesome is that?
For the adults, Carol B., Stephanie B., Emily R., Jennifer J., Crystal M., Brittany O., Suzanne O., Jim A., Joyce R., Barb J., Sandy S., Ginny S., and Linda S. completed their 50-book challenge list. Ginny S. was the big winner in capturing the grand prize of a $25 gift card to Edgewood Bakeshop.  
Congratulations!
A big thank you to all who participated in the 2025 Reading Challenge. Everyone here at the Calhoun Memorial Library hope everyone had fun, read some great books and found new authors to love. 
One that note, the 2026 Reading Challenge kicked off the first week of January. Not familiar with the 2026 Reading Challenge? It’s a year-long program of 50 challenges, for both adults and youths. Complete a challenge, say a book set in your home state or a book with a blue spine, mark it down on a challenge slip, then return it to the library. Each month participants have a chance to win $10 in Chetek Chamber of Commerce bucks. Those who complete all 50 challenges will have their name placed in a drawing for a grand prize. 
Lasty, the Aging & Disability Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties Beneficial Bites program is set for Wednesday, Jan. 28 at 1 p.m. at the library. The many health benefits of oats, a high-quality protein, will be discussed with samples of foods made with the grain. This is a free program.
For more information about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or our Facebook page.




