At the library
It’s looking like it’s going to be a snowy winter here in Wisconsin and as such the Calhoun Memorial Library wants to remind the public and patrons when local schools close due to snow storms the library closes, too. We urge patrons to check the library’s Facebook page for updates before heading out into the cold and snow. We want everyone – patrons and staff – to be safe!
Mark your calendars: the Calhoun Memorial Library will be closed Wednesday, Dec. 24, Thursday, Dec. 25 and Friday, Dec. 26 for the Christmas holiday. The library reopens Saturday, Dec. 27 at 9 a.m. The library will also close Thursday, Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day. 
There is little more than a week to complete the 2025 Reading Challenge, so please get any completed book challenge slips to the library to get your name in for a prize drawing. For those who did all 50 challenges your name will be entered for a special drawing. The Calhoun Memorial Library will continue with the popular program in 2026. New challenge sheets will be available in January.
For more information about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or our Facebook page.
New nonfiction
“The Gales of November: The Untold Story of the Edmund Fitzgerald,” by John U. Bacon. Chances are, if you were alive in the autumn of 1975, you remember the sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald. Or maybe you’ve heard the Gordon Lightfoot song, “The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald”, which radio stations across the Midwest play every November on the anniversary of the ship’s demise. Bacon’s new book details that day on Nov. 10, 1975, during one of the most ferocious storms ever to hit the Great Lakes, the 729-foot, 13.600-ton freighter Edmund Fitzgerald slipped beneath the waves of Lake Superior, taking all 29 crew members with her. To write the book, Bacon did hundreds of interviews with families, friends, and shipmates of the lost men. Bacon also describes the day of the storm, the ship’s final hours and the search for its resting place. The “Mighty Fitz” represented the dominion and promise of America's post WWII might, writes Bacon, and would impact the Great Lakes shipping industry. Five decades on, the tragedy of the Edmund Fitzgerald’s sinking has made it one of the most famous shipwrecks in Great Lakes history.

