At the library
Kudos and thanks to everyone who braved last Saturday’s chilly temperatures to stop in the Calhoun Memorial Library’s holiday open house. The family friendly event included cookies and other treats, door prizes and crafts for the kids. We hope everyone who visited had a good time and enjoyed a little Christmas cheer!
Now, down to business. This Friday at 1:30 p.m. the Aging & Disability Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties next Wit Works session meets at the library. The program includes games, puzzles and suggestions to improve brain health through everyday activities. If interested, RSVP at www.adrcconnections.org/registrations.

Also on Friday, Culinary Crusaders meets at 5 p.m. at the library. December’s culinary theme is soup, a dish many of us will likely be eating a lot of this winter. There is still spots available for those wanting to take part. Let library staff know you plan to attend by calling 715-924-3195. Bring samples for your fellow bakers and enjoy. The library provides eating utensils and plates. 
The Aging & Disability Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties Beneficial Bites program is set for Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 1 p.m. at the library. The health benefits of cinnamon will be discussed, with samples of foods made with the spice. 
For more information about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or check out our Facebook page.
New fiction
“Grace and Henry’s Holiday Movie Marathon,” by Matthew Norman. It’s been nearly a year since Grace White and Henry Adler’s spouses died and it’s their first Christmas without their other halves. It’s been a tough year, made harder with Grace and Henry’s mothers trying to set the two up, despite neither having a desire to jump back into the dating pool. And yet, who else can understand what they are going through besides someone who has also lost a spouse? And so, a friendship between widow and widower is born. Seeing an ad for a Christmas movie marathon – an event Henry and his late wife faithfully watched – Grace agrees to watch the films with him. Even Grace’s children, Bella and Ian, join in when bedtimes permit. Slowly, with each film, Grace and Henry’s grief lessens, helping the two to see a life beyond their sorrow. As romance blooms between the two, it raises the question: is the connection between Henry and Grace one of love or one of loneliness? 
