At the library

Patrons of the Calhoun Memorial Library may have a pretty good idea of what goes on inside their library. They visit the library often enough – sometimes a few times a week – and see the daily interactions between me, my staff and the public. But those of you who aren’t book lovers and don’t visit the library often, if ever, let’s peek behind the curtain and see what a typical day is for me, Emily Resendiz, Calhoun Memorial Library director. This is what Wednesday of last week looked like for me:
The doors open at 9 a.m. and within the hour there were three patrons utilizing the public computers. At 10:30 a.m. it’s time for the children’s storytime. Thirty people attend and in that number were three new families. Children sang the ABC song, and helped each other do a scavenger hunt. Three boxes of educational books donated by a homeschooling mom were brought out to share with everyone.
One family asks me to reserve books that I think her kids would enjoy. I am more than happy to do this, in part because it allows me to share my love of picture books with her and her little ones. To another family I recommend read-along books and I am not sure who was more excited, the mom or her son.
Another family, knowing one the moms just had a baby and can’t come to storytime, checks out some books to drop off at her home, along with some lunch. We have so many awesome moms, many of whom have become friends, it is great to see they are there for each other outside of the library, too.
Now it’s time to clean up the kid’s room, grab some lunch and get ready for Beneficial Bites. The monthly program is offered by the Aging Resource Center of Barron and Rusk Counties and at each meeting a different food is discussed along with its health benefits. Last week we had a new member of the Chetek community join in. The Beneficial Bites regulars welcome her in and between bites of feta and oregano bread, are telling her about other activities going on in the city. 
Soon after, a family visiting the Chetek area comes in and the kids are zipping around the kid’s room doing the scavenger hunt and estimating how many candies are in the guessing jar. By this time, three different patrons have stopped in to share their extra garden produce. Need tomatoes, beets or cucumbers? Where else but the Chetek library do get some veggies with your books? 
Then it’s a walk to the post office to collect the mail and I am getting waves from library patrons driving by and while I am walking past the ice cream shop, I stop to chat with a couple about upcoming library events. I get back to the library and in comes a patron who had made copies and did I have a three-hole punch she could use? Yep, we do! And now school is done for the day and some teens come in to play games on the computer. I give them a snack and a drink and they are as happy as can be. 
So, long story short, libraries are more than just buildings filled with books. It’s about community and forging relationships. Getting to know what is going on in the lives of patrons. Rejoicing when babies are born and commiserating when an illness strikes a patron or their loved ones. It’s asking how a patron’s day is, what’s new and what do you know today? Yes, this may come off as just chit chat, but it’s also about sharing a joke, having a laugh and maybe, brightening up someone’s otherwise dreary day. 
Whether a patron or summer visitor, libraries are about making connections. Sure, sometimes it is all about checking out books. But nine times out of 10, it’s about relationships and friendships. After all, how often do strangers wave at you as they drive by? Never. But a friend? Always.
To learn more about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or check out its Facebook page.


