At the library
Valentine’s Day may be many months away, but the Calhoun Memorial Library still wants to show its patrons some love. Why? Because Calhoun Memorial Library patrons are awesome, that’s why!
How is the Calhoun Memorial Library going to do this, you ask? The library is partnering with Skate City for a skating party, set for Aug. 18 from 4:30-7 p.m. Participants get free admission into Skate City and free admission for Uptown Playland.
To avoid skate fees (in-line skates and quad) visit the Calhoun Memorial Library, check out five items and receive a ticket for free skate rentals. Oh, and there is free popcorn to boot. How cool is that? Even better, this event is for kids and adults. So, for you adults out there with fond memories of skating under a mirror ball to KC and the Sunshine Band, Prince or Backstreet Boys, here’s your chance to get down and boogie oogie oogie with the kids or grandkids.
Hey, moms and dads! There is still time before school starts to visit the Children’s Museum of Eau Claire. To help with that, the Calhoun Memorial Library has a museum pass for checkout. To participate, come to the library, check out the pass and collect the kit, which includes directions to the museum, an exhibit guide and map and a road trip scavenger hunt. The pass is valid for two adults and all children under 18 from the same household. Kit and pass must be returned to the Calhoun Memorial Library.

Lastly, congrats to Lacie S. and Braylee S. for they are the July winners of the 2025 Reading Challenge. They will receive $10 in Chetek Chamber of Commerce bucks and a box of Girl Scout cookies. 
To learn more about the library or its programs, visit calhounmemoriallibrary.org or check out its Facebook page.
New fiction
“The Love Haters,” by Katherine Center. Katie has never had much luck in love, and now it looks like her career is tanking, too. Desperate to keep her job as a video producer, Katie takes a coworker’s advice to profile Tom "Hutch" Hutcheson, a Coast Guard rescue swimmer in the Florida Keys. There is just one problem. Doing a story about a person who spends a lot of time in the water means Katie would also be spending a lot of time in the water, which for a person who can’t swim, makes things a bit problematic. Katie keeps information to herself and plunges headfirst into the story. And what a story! Besides having an amazing job, Hutch is one good looking man so hanging out with him is no hardship. Neither is spending time with Hutch’s flamboyant Aunt Rue, and his dog, George. Now, Katie’s days are filled with conga lines, helicopter rides, swim lessons and stolen kisses. But can Katie overcome Hutch’s “I don’t do love” mentality to “I love you madly Katie, let’s spend our life together”? 

